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the variety of manuscripts now found in the Library of Alexandria showed
discrepancics almost everywhere. The reconstruction of Homer’s original
text became an almost nccessary task, which certainly easily fitted the
general intellectual curiosity of the Alexandrian scholars. The basic
procedure for this reconstruction of the original text was comparison of
the manuscripts, but in deciding which parts of the poems and which
words or word forms were the original ones, a detailed linguistic analysis
had to be made. The most prominent scholars in this field were
Aristophanes (257-180 B.C.) and Aristarchus (217/215-145/143 B.C.).
Very little is preserved of their writings as with the majority of
Alexandrian linguistics. But what we have otherwise are works of such
outstanding quality that they not only have to be reckoned as among the
foundations of Western linguistics but also can still be read as stimulating
masterpieces of linguistics, such as those of Dionysius Thrax and
Apollonius Dyscolus.

Dionysius Thrax (2nd. century B.C.?)

The only extant complete Greek grammar from antiquity is a short
treatise of less than 20 printed pages called Tékhné grammatiké* The art of
grammar”. The author is generally assumed to be Dionysius Thrax, a
pupil of Aristarchus. No other work by him has survived, but the treatise
mentioned was one of the most outstanding successes in the history of
linguistics. It became the subject of a great number of commentaries,
known as scholia, which sometimes contain very valuable linguistic
information (cf. Robins 1957), and it was translated word for word into
Armenian and Syrian in the 5th century A.D. Its influence on the
grammatical tradition of Europe is generally assumed to have been
significant, cf. the following quotation from the Oxford Classical
Dictionary (Cary et al. 1961, p. 228): “it had, however, an immediate
vogue which lasted until the Renaissance, and its authority was continued
in the catechisms derived from it which then took its place. Latin grammar
early fell under its influence (. . .) and through Latin most of the modern
grammars of Europe are indebted to it.” The importance of the work for
the development of Greek linguistics is outlined in Sandys (1903, pp. 137
138).

Recently, however, some serious doubts have been raised concerning
the authorship of Dionysius Thrax and the date of the work. The first one
to raise these doubts was an Italian scholar, V. de Benedetto, and most of
his arguments have been evaluated and accepted by Pinborg (1975, pp.
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